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Introduction : Onychopathy with systemic chemotherapy is not so uncommon. Abnormalities of nail
plate with systemic chemotherapy accompany a damage of matrix, typically Beau’s lines and
onychomadesis. It may include loss of the involved nail, sometimes it causes serious infection in the
patient during the period of neutropenia after systemic chemotherapy. The incidence of nail toxicity
associated taxoids vary, from 0% to 44%, with authors. That may be because sometimes the
toxicities have been neglected or underestimated. Although it is associated with the quality of life of
cancer patient receiving taxane containing chemotherapy, there has been no consensus about the
criteria of nail toxicity and guideline for the appropriate management according to the severity of nail
toxicity vet.

Case report @ A 55-year-old woman presented with advanced gastric cancer with multiple
lymphadenopathy including 4 x 4 cm sized left supraclavicular lymph node, and intraabdominal lymph
node. Oral fluoropyrimidine, Xeloda, 2000 mg/m2 for 14 days and docetaxel at a dose of 75 mg/m2 on
dayl are administered every 3 weeks. Partial response was observed after 2 courses of chemotherapy.
She complained of nail pigmentation on the proximal one third of the nail plates, Beau’s line over the
all of 10 fingers. Inflammation of the skin of the fingertip was also noted. Electromyography was
unremarkable. In Korea this is the first report of a case of docetaxel associated onychopathy, which
had improved with dose reduction in docetaxel.
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