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A Case of Pulmonary Cryptococoosis in an Immunocompetent Patient by Cryptococcus neoformans
Department of Pulmonology and Critical Care Medicine, Chonnam National University Medical School, Gwangju, Korea

*Qye-Jung Cho, Dong-Ryeol Chae, Jung-Hwan Lim, Jin-Yung Ju, In-Jae Oh
Yu-Il Kim, Kyu-Sik Kim, Sung-Chul Lim, Young-Chul Kim

Cryptococcosis is caused by the encapsulated yeast Cryptococcus neoformans. The spectrum of disease ranges from
asymptomatic pulmonary infection in normal hosts to rapidly fatal meningitis in immunosuppressed individuals. This organism
has emerged as a frequent finding in the patients with cell-mediated immunodeficiency, i.e., patients with lymphoid malignancy,
organ transplants, acquired immunodeficiency syndrome(AIDS) and those patients receiving steroids or immunosuppressive
agents. We experienced a case of pulmonary cryptococcosis in an immunocompetent patient. She is 61-year-old woman who
was without any significant underlying disease. She complained of cough with sputum for 1 month. The chest X-ray and CT
showed subpleural consolidation with small nodules in peripheral aspect of right basal lung. The diagnosis was made
histologically from the percutaneous lung biopsy. She was administered oral fluconazole for 2 months. Her clinical and radiologic
features improved under treatment.
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