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Usefulness of PET-CT for detection of early gastric cancer
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Background : The early diagnosis of gastric cancer are important because endoscopic submucosal dissection (ESD) has become
the modality of treatment widely accepted in well selected cases of early gastric cancer (EGC). PET-CT is a functional imaging
modality with a potential for broad indications in the managing GI malignancies. Although PET-CT scanning has proven useful
in the detection of distant metastases, it has not yet been accepted as a routine staging tool in early gastric cancer. This study
was designed to assess the value of PET-CT in detection and follow-up for EGC. Methods : Fifty-one patients who had
received ESD for EGC were enrolled in this study. We performed PET-CT and computed tomography (CT) in twelve patients
and forty patients. We have done radiologic and endoscopic follow-up in patients who underwent ESD. Results : The detection
of EGC was not obtained by PET-CT in any patients (0/12), which was detected by CT in five patients (5/40).We conducted
PET-CT and CT for follow—up in 20 of 51 patients. Five patients experienced local recurrence in endoscopic biopsy, two of five
was detected by PET-CT and no one was detected by CT Conclusion : We concluded that PET-CT is not helpful in detecting
primary tumor and recurence but long term follow-up is necessary.
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