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Learning Objectives 

 

•Describe the development and growth of hospital 
medicine in the US  

•Understand the forces which drove the development 
of the hospitalist model in the United States 

•Discuss the impact of hospitalists on medical 
education and care of hospitalized patients 

•Highlight critical issues necessary to the success of 
developing a hospitalist model of care 
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Description of hospital medicine  
in USA:  1996 

 Wachter RM, Goldman L.  

 “The Emerging Role of 
“Hospitalists”  

   in the American  

   Health Care System.  

   NEJM Vol 335:514-517 

   Aug 15, 1996 
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Number of hospitalists in USA 
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Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital Medicine 

• Harvard Medical School 

• Beth Israel Deaconess 

 Medical Center 
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Beth Israel Deaconess Hospital Medicine: July 1998 
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Forces which shaped the development of 
hospital medicine in the USA 

• Unsustainable primary care physician job description 

• The need for a inpatient generalist given the 
increasing complexity of an aging population 

• Demand for higher value care (value = quality / cost) 

• Workforce demands related to change in physician 
training 
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Issues to address when developing a 
hospitalist model of care 

• Focus on transitions of care 

• Be wary of fragmentation of care in a system w 
fragmented clinical information systems 

• Understand that pts choose their outpatient doctors 
but not their hospitalists 

• Who will hospitalists replace? Who are the potential 
winners & losers in this re-organization of care? 

• The opportunity and demand for team-based care 

• Create a sustainable job description 
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hospitalist model of care 
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